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Death Certificates in the early 20th century are useful in researching 
pre-civil rights era beyond the reconstruction period.  Below is a death 
certificate on Martha Austin, who died in Jones County, Georgia; she
died in 1926 at the age of 100 years.  Both her parents were listed on 
her death certificate as well as other vital information.  



Each State collected vital statistics at different times.  Search the 
internet for your State to see when death certificates were required.  
For example, Virginia State death certificates started in 1853 – 1896.  
The State resumed collecting vital statistics in 1912 to the present 
day.  Virginia death certificates from 1853 – 1939 can be copied at the 
Virginia State Library in Richmond, Virginia.  After 1939, you can 
obtain a copy from the Vital Statistics Office in Richmond, Virginia for 
$12.  Please check the internet for the availability of your State’s vital 
statistics.  The above death certificate was obtained from the Georgia 
State Archives site on the internet.  

On Wednesday, March 12, 2008, at 9 p.m., we will discuss the primary 
and secondary information that is listed on death certificates.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Char McCargo Bah at 
chrlB200@aol.com


